FRIENDS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT & CPRE SOUTH YORKSHIRE
PLANNING, HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY
1. Introduction
Friends of the Peak District and CPRE South Yorkshire exists to promote and encourage, for the benefit of the public, the improvement and protection of the countryside, its towns and villages and the better development of the rural environment. Our campaigning goal is to prevent damage to the countryside, particularly by influencing the planning process. That damage may come from single, major changes, or from the cumulative effect of many smaller changes. The principal drivers of change to the countryside in the Peak District and South Yorkshire are:
· Agriculture – depending on the stock and crops that are grown, management practices and changing requirements for agricultural buildings;

· Built development – balancing the need for housing, employment and other uses against their urbanising effect on the landscape, and ensuring that land is used – and re-used – sustainably.

· Climate change –affecting communities and how land is managed, especially in relation to flood risk management, renewable energy and farming patterns;

· Infrastructure – principally transport, energy, minerals and communications, which are all regarded as issues of national economic importance but often have profound local impacts on the countryside;

· Recreation – bringing economic, social and health benefits, but also bringing environmental impacts on land and transport networks;
The biggest way for us to shape these changes for the better is through the land-use planning system. We aim to achieve this by influencing local and national policies, principally Local Plans, Neighbourhood Plans and other strategies; and by influencing the outcome of individual planning applications for development.

2. Guiding Principles

CPRE supports the Government’s aim of pursuing sustainable development, which is currently defined by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) as ‘the golden thread running through the planning system’. This means achieving social, environmental and economic progress in an integrated way. Local Plans must all commit to delivering sustainable development. In the National Park, the major development test must be applied rigorously.
For FPD & CPRESY, this means influencing planning to secure the most sustainable use of the land within the Peak District and South Yorkshire. This can be broken down into the following policy principles:

a) Promoting the right amount and type of development in the right places to meet people’s needs;

b) Making efficient use of land by prioritising the recycling of brownfield sites and promoting good, sustainable design, including increased development densities, better open spaces and green infrastructure;
c) Pursuing transport and land-use integration to optimise public transport, walking and cycling and reduces the need/demand for car travel;
d) Protecting the wider countryside, the National Park, Green Belt and urban green spaces from unnecessary and inappropriate development through strong, consistent application of planning policies;

e) Promoting the role and influence of local communities in shaping the development of their own area, in particular through Neighbourhood Plans.
3. Planning for Housing
When influencing the planning of housing development, we aim to:

a) Reduce the land-take required for housing by ensuring it is in the most sustainable location, makes best use of brownfield sites and achieves sustainable densities;

b) Promote housing that meets genuine needs – seeking housing targets that are segmented by type and tenure, and ensuring that affordable housing is prioritised;

c) Promote developments that contribute to ‘place-making’ in terms of their location, design and their fit with the character of the settlement and landscape;

d) Promote housing that responds to the challenges of climate change, particularly through energy efficiency, innovative design, sustainable drainage, integrating green infrastructure and Lifetime Buildings standards;
e) Promote initiatives to diversify the housing stock through, for example, Community Land Trusts, eco-housing, self-build, live-work units and small enterprise builders.

In the Peak District National Park, we will continue to support the Park Authority’s policy of only allowing open market housing where this directly enables significant provision of benefits to the environment of the Park (eg by restoring derelict land, or sustaining the viability of a farm) and to the local community (eg by providing social housing for rent and sustaining local schools and other services).
We will normally object to the removal of agricultural ties to dwellings, in order to protect the ability of farmers and farm workers to live and work in the Park.
4. Sustainable Developments
It is often difficult to determine whether or not a particular development will be sustainable. We use a range of factors in judging whether a proposal can be considered sustainable, and therefore worthy of our support.
a) If it is in a location that is accessible by public transport, walking and cycling, does the scheme take full advantage of this through sufficient development density and promoting use of those travel modes?

b) If it is in an inaccessible location, is the scale of development small enough not to generate significant road traffic?

c) If it is in a location offering potential to enhance the natural environment  (biodiversity, green infrastructure, urban green space, woodland management, soil, air and water quality) are these opportunities properly harnessed?

d) Is the standard of energy performance, constructional methods and other climate change response measures exemplary and appropriate?
e) Is the standard of design sufficiently high to make a positive contribution to its location and setting, including landscape character, whether this be in a vernacular or an innovative style?

f) Does it contribute significantly and appropriately to an identified social need in the area?
g) Is the local community broadly supportive of the proposal, for example in the context of a Neighbourhood Plan? 

5. How we work to influence planning
a) Influencing plans and policies
Nationally 

· Where appropriate, we will respond to national consultations on planning and policy issues and by participating in CPRE and CNP national campaigns.
City regions and sub-regional planning

· We will work with CPRE Regional Groups and allied national park societies so that our views are reflected on broader regional issues and strategies that may affect our branch area.

Locally

· We will take part in consultations during the drafting of Development Plans (Local Plans and supporting Development Plan Documents, Neighbourhood Plans and Neighbourhood Development Orders).
· We will participate where appropriate in examinations of Development Plans. We will work with local individuals, parish councils, community groups and other interest groups to gather intelligence; to stimulate involvement in the planning process and to lend weight to our lobbying.
· Where appropriate we will assist communities in the development of Neighbourhood Development Plans and Neighbourhood Development Orders. 

b) Influencing planning applications
· We will scrutinise all published lists of planning applications in our area.
· We will seek to influence the outcome of those planning applications which are judged to meet the following criteria:

i. Proposals having a significant impact on rural settlements or the countryside;
ii. Proposals creating policy precedents;
iii. Proposals that bring significant enhancement to rural settlements or the countryside;
iv. Cases relating to CPRE national campaigns.
Annex A

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT

Criteria 
· Friends of the Peak District and CPRE South Yorkshire  will demand action from the relevant Local Planning Authority (LPA) against unauthorised development which:
1. Has a significant local impact on rural settlements or the countryside; 

2. Relate to CPRE local and national campaigns;

3. May cause an undesirable precedent.

Procedure 
· Where an unauthorised development is suspected and confirmed by the relevant LPA, and depending on the scale of the impacts, we will:

1. Demand that the LPA request the developer submit planning application to formalise the development, achieve alterations and/or set strict controls, if the development is in principle acceptable; or

2. Demand that the LPA request the cessation of the activity/removal of structures where the development is clearly contrary to planning policies and CPRE objectives.

3. If requests to cease the activity/or remove structures are unsuccessful the branch will demand appropriate enforcement action against those responsible. 
· Where appropriate, Friends of the Peak District and CPRE South Yorkshire will provide supporting information to the relevant authority, identifying how or when unauthorised development/activities have taken place.
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